B Inflation Slows in Egypt's Cities to 24.1 Percent

Egypt's urban inflation slowed to
24.1 percent in December year-on-
year from 25.5 percent in November,
according to data from the Central
Agency for Public Mobilization and
Statistics.
On a monthly basis, urban inflation
slowed to 0.2 percent in December
from 0.5 percent in November.
Inflation rose in August, September,
and October, but eased in November
and remains well below its all-time
high of 38 percent, hit in September
2023.

Source (Al-Sharq Al-Awsat Newspaper, Edited)

I Oman Plans to Reduce 2025 Budget Deficit

The Omani government plans to
issue government development bonds
and local sovereign sukuk worth 750
million Omani riyals ($1.9 billion)
during the current year 2025, in order
to cover the expected budget deficit
and public debt service.

The Omani government approved
the budget for the fiscal year 2025,
with expectations that the budget
deficit will reach 620 million riyals
($1.6 billion), with total spending of
11.80 billion riyals, an increase of 1.3
percent over 2024. While revenues are
expected to reach 11.18 billion riyals, an increase of 1.5 percent
over those expected last year. As for government debt service, it
is expected to reach 915 million Omani riyals, a decrease of 13
percent compared to the 2024 budget.

Source (Al-Sharq Al-Awsat Newspaper, Edited

I "The Future of Jobs 2025".. 78 Million New Jobs by 2030

The Future of Jobs 2025 report,
published by the World Economic
Forum, revealed that 22 percent of
jobs will be disrupted by 2030, with
170 million new jobs created, while
92 million jobs will be eliminated,
resulting in a net increase of 78
million.

Technological advances, demographic
shifts, geo-economic tensions, and
economic pressures are key drivers
driving these changes, reshaping
industries and professions globally.
The report revealed that the skills
gap remains the biggest impediment to business transformation,
with 40 percent of the skills required in jobs expected to change.
Demand for technology skills, such as artificial intelligence, big
data, and cybersecurity, is expected to grow rapidly, but human
skills, such as creative thinking, resilience, and adaptability will
remain crucial. Front-end roles and core sectors, such as welfare
and education, are also expected to see the largest job growth by
2030.

Source (Al-Sharq Al-Awsat Newspaper, Edited)
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https://aawsat.com/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF/5099431-%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%A7%D8%B7%D8%A4-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B6%D8%AE%D9%85-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D9%85%D8%AF%D9%86-%D9%85%D8%B5%D8%B1-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-241-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%B3%D9%85%D8%A8%D8%B1
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https://aawsat.com/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF/5099172-%D9%83%D9%8A%D9%81-%D8%AA%D8%AE%D8%B7%D8%B7-%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%B7%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%B9%D9%8F%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86-%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%BA%D8%B7%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%B9%D8%AC%D8%B2-%D9%85%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B2%D9%86%D8%A9-2025%D8%9F

Saudi Arabia Has the Highest Volume of Venture
Investment with $ 750 Million in 2024

Saudi Arabia maintained its lead in
the Middle East and North Africa
region as the highest in terms of
venture capital investment value in
2024, which witnessed investments
amounting to 2.8 billion riyals ($750
million) in local startups.

The report issued by MAGNITT, a
data platform for venture capital in
emerging companies, showed that
the Kingdom acquired the largest
share, amounting to 40 percent of
the total venture capital investment
in the Middle East and North Africa

region in 2024. It also achieved a record number of venture capital
deals by executing 178 deals, which confirms the attractiveness
of the Saudi market, enhances its competitive environment, and
consolidates the strength of the country’s economy as the largest

in the region.

Source (Al-Sharq Al-Awsat Newspaper, Edited)

B “Fitch”: Global Sukuk May Exceed One Trillion Dollars in 2025

Fitch Ratings predicted that the
volume of global sukuk will exceed
one trillion dollars in 2025, with its
overall credit profile stabilizing.
Sukuk will remain a key part of
religious capital markets in many
OIC countries and will also remain
important in emerging markets,
accounting for 12 percent of total U.S.
dollar debt issued in emerging markets
in 2024 (excluding China).

Fitch expects the overall funding
environment to be favorable, with the

Fed likely to cut interest rates to 3.5 percent by the fourth quarter

accessibility.

Source (Al-Sharq Al-Awsat Newspaper, Edited)

Gold Falls Amid Anticipation of US Data for Clues on the Path

of Interest Rates

Gold prices fell on Thursday 7%
after reaching the highest level in ==

nearly four weeks in the previous
session, amid anticipation of the
jobs report, in search of indications
about the path that the US Federal

Reserve will follow on interest

rates in 2025.

Spot gold fell 0.1 percent to
$2,659.62 an (ounce), while U.S.
gold futures rose 0.2 percent to
$2,678.30.

Among other precious metals, spot silver settled at $30.12 an
ounce, platinum fell 0.3 percent to $952.95, and palladium

fell 0.2 percent to $926.50.

Source (CNBC Arabia Website, Edited)
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https://aawsat.com/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF/5099124-%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%AA%D8%B4-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%83%D9%88%D9%83-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%82%D8%AF-%D8%AA%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B2-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D9%81%D9%8A-2025
https://www.cnbcarabia.com/132719/2025/09/01/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B0%D9%87%D8%A8-%D9%8A%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%B9-%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%B7-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%82%D8%A8-%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A3%D9%85%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D8%AD%D8%AB%D8%A7-%D8%B9%D9%86-%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%B4%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AD%D9%88%D9%84-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%AF%D8%A9
https://www.cnbcarabia.com/132719/2025/09/01/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B0%D9%87%D8%A8-%D9%8A%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%B9-%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%B7-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%82%D8%A8-%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A3%D9%85%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D8%AD%D8%AB%D8%A7-%D8%B9%D9%86-%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%B4%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AD%D9%88%D9%84-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%AF%D8%A9
https://www.cnbcarabia.com/132719/2025/09/01/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B0%D9%87%D8%A8-%D9%8A%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%B9-%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%B7-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%82%D8%A8-%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A3%D9%85%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D8%AD%D8%AB%D8%A7-%D8%B9%D9%86-%D9%85%D8%A4%D8%B4%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AD%D9%88%D9%84-%D9%85%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%AF%D8%A9
https://aawsat.com/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF/5099149-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AD%D8%AC%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%AB%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A1-%D8%A8%D9%80750-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%AE%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%84-2024
https://aawsat.com/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF/5099149-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AD%D8%AC%D9%85-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D8%AB%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A1-%D8%A8%D9%80750-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%AE%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%84-2024

B China's Inflation Slows At Lowest Level since April 2024

Inflation in China slowed in
December, while producer prices
continued to contract amid weak
economic demand.

According to the data, the consumer
price index rose about 0.1 percent last
month, year-on-year, compared to a
0.2 percent increase in November.
Thus, inflation in the world's second-
largest economy was at its weakest
pace since last April.

The consumer price index remained
flat on a monthly basis, versus a 0.6 percent decline in November.
Core inflation, which excludes volatile food and fuel prices,
rose about 0.4 percent last month, compared with 0.3 percent in
November, a five-month high.

Source (CNBC Arabia Website, Edited)

Jordanian Parliament Approves 2025 Budget with a Deficit

Exceeding $ 3 Billion

The Jordanian House of
Representatives approved the draft
budget law for the fiscal year 2025,
with a fiscal deficit estimated at 2.258
billion dinars ($ 3.18 billion).

The draft budget estimated public
revenues at about 10.233 billion dinars
($14.43 billion), of which 9.498 billion
dinars ($13.39 billion) were domestic
revenues and 734 million dinars were
foreign grants ($1.03 billion). The
draft general budget was based on the
assumption that the national economy
will achieve real growth of 2.5 percent,
and nominal growth of 4.9 percent, while maintaining moderate
inflation rates, which will contribute to enhancing financial and
monetary stability. The project also included reducing the primary
deficit for 2025 to 2 percent of GDP, compared to 2.9 percent in
2024.

Source (Al-Araby Al-Jadeed Newspaper, Edited)

B Qatar: Foreign Exchange Reserves Up 3.69 Percent

International reserves and foreign
currency liquidity at the Qatar Central
Bank increased in December 2024 by
3.69 percent to reach 255.003 billion
riyals (about 70 billion dollars),
compared to 245.928 billion riyals in
the same month of 2023.

In new data, the Qatar Central Bank
revealed that its official reserves
increased by the end of last December,
compared to what they were at the end
of the same month of 2023, by about
8.907 billion riyals, to reach 195.976

billion riyals (about 53.7 billion dollars), despite the decline in
the Central Bank's balances of bonds and foreign treasury bills by
about 6.562 billion riyals, to the level of 127.092 billion riyals in

December 2024.
Source (Al-Araby Al-Jadeed Newspaper, Edited)
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